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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is in response to Amendment filed on 07/06/2007. 



2. 



Claim 5 has been added. Currently, claims 1-5 are pending. 



Response to Amendment 



3. Amendment to the drawings is effective to overcome the objection to the drawings in the 
previous office action. Therefore, the objection to the drawings has been withdrawn and 
submitted drawings have been entered. 



4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Response to Arguments 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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6. Claims 1 and 4 (effective filing date 10/09/2002) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Peng (US Patent No 6,774,939, effective filing date 02/29/2000) in view 
of Nishivama et al. (Publication No US 2003/0055905, effective filing date 08/29/2002) and 
Imura et al. (Publication No US 2003/001 1687, effective filing date 04/22/2002). 

As to claim 1 , Peng teaches: 

"A data editing apparatus" (see Peng . Abstract and [column 5, lines 56-65]) comprising: 
"a storage section" (see Peng, [column 5, lines 31-33] for memory), including: 
"a first storage area to store audio data and image data that is linked to a predetermined 
playback position of the audio data" (see Peng, [column 11, lines 15-20] for memory 120 as a 
first storage area, and see Fig. 10 for linking between audio data and image data). 
However, Peng does not explicitly teach: 

"a second storage area to store only image data and no audio data"; and 

"link release means for canceling a link between arbitrary audio data and image data 
linked therewith which are stored in the first storage area". 

On the other hand, Nishivama et al. teaches a second storage area to store only image 
data (see Nishivama et al. , [0026] for a directory for storing image data) and a function of 
deleting the link between the image data and the sound data (see Nishivama et al.. [0075]). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Nishivama et al. to Peng 's system. Skilled 
artisan would have been motivated to do so to provide an effective storage system and an 
additional function for the editing device to manage and manipulate audio and image data and 
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their associations or links. In addition, both of the references (Peng and Nishivama et al.) teach 
features that are directed to analogous art and they are directed to the same field of endeavor, 
such as, audio files, image files, and link between audio files and image files. This close relation 
between both of the reference highly suggests an expectation of success. 
However, Peng and Nishivama et al. do not teach: 

"moving means for moving the image data, from which the link is canceled from the first 
storage area to the second storage area when the link is canceled by the link release means, such 
that the image data from which the link is canceled is no longer stored in the first storage area". 

Imura et al. teaches a function of moving an image file from one storage area to another 
storage area (see Imura etal., [0012], [0045] and [0079]). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Imura et al. to the Peng and Nishivama et al. 's 
system to add the feature of moving the image data. Skilled artisan would have been motivated 
to do provide an effective way to organize and manipulate data in the editing system. 

As to claim 4, Peng teaches: 
"A computer-readable storage medium having a data editing program stored thereon which is 
executable by a computer to cause the computer to edit audio data and image data linked to a 
predetermined playback position of the audio data, wherein the audio data and the image data 
linked thereto are stored in a first storage area" (see Peng, Abstract, [column 11, lines 15-20] and 
Fig. 10 for memory 120 as a first storage area). 

However, Peng does not explicitly teach: 
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"a second storage area wherein only image data, and no audio data, is stored in the 
second storage area" 

"canceling a link between arbitrary audio data and corresponding image data stored in the 
first storage area". 

On the other hand, Nishivama et al. teaches a second storage area to store only image 
data (see Nishivama et al. . [0026] for a directory for storing image data) and a function of 
deleting the link between the image data and the sound data (see Nishivama et aL, [0075]). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Nishivama et al. to Peng 's system. Skilled 
artisan would have been motivated to do so to provide an effective storage system and an 
additional function for the editing device to manage and manipulate audio and image data and 
their associations or links. In addition, both of the references (Peng and Nishivama et al.) teach 
features that are directed to analogous art and they are directed to the same field of endeavor, 
such as, audio files, image files, and link between audio files and image files. This close relation 
between both of the reference highly suggests an expectation of success. 

However, Peng and Nishivama et al. do not teach: 

"moving the image data, from which the link is canceled from the first storage area to a 
second storage area when the link is canceled by the link release means, such that the image data 
from which the link is canceled is no longer stored in the first storage area". 

On the other hand, Imura et al. teaches a function of moving an image file from one 
storage area to another storage area (see Imura et al.. [0012], [0045] and [0079]). 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Imura et ai. to the Peng and Nishivamaetal. 's 
system to add the feature of moving the image data. Skilled artisan would have been motivated 
to do provide an effective way to organize and manipulate data in the editing system. 

7. Claim 2 (effective filing date 10/09/2002) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peng (US Patent No 6,774,939, effective filing date 02/29/2000) in view of 
Nishivama et al. (Publication No US 2003/0055905, effective filing date 08/29/2002) and Imura 
etal. (Publication No US 2003/001 1687, effective filing date 04/22/2002), and further in view of 
Forster (Publication No US 2003/0167287, effective filing date 04/1 1/2001). 

As to claim 2, Peng . Nishivama et al. and Imura et al. teach all the limitations as recited 
in claim 1. 

However, Peng . Nishiyama et al. and Imura et al. do not teach "inhibiting means for 

« 

inhibiting the movement of the image data from which the Hnk is canceled if the same image 
data as the image data to be moved is already stored in the second storage area". 

Forster teaches "inhibiting means for inhibiting the movement of the image data from 
which the link is canceled if the same image data as the image data to be moved is already stored 
in the second storage area" (see [0041] wherein modified file is not copied into the file collection 
when modified file is identical to existing file in the file collection represents an inhibiting 
means). 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Forster into Peng. Nishivama et al. and Imura 
etaJL's system to include an inhibiting means for inhibiting the movement of the image from 
which the link is canceled if the same image data as the image data to be moved is already stored 
in the second storage area. Skilled artisan would have been motivated to do so in order to 
reduces time and resource cost involved in the moving process and the system therefore proceeds 
more efficiently and effectively. 

* 8. Claim 3 (effective filing date 10/09/2002) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peng (US Patent No 6,774,939, effective filing date 02/29/2000) in view of 
Nishivama et al. (Publication No US 2003/0055905, effective filing date 08/29/2002) and Imura 
et al. (Publication No US 2003/001 1687, effective filing date 04/22/2002), and further in view of 
Miller et al. (Publication No US 2003/001 8777) 

As to claim 3, Peng , Nishivama et al. and Imura et al. teach all the limitations as recited 
in claim 1 . 

However, Peng , Nishivama et al. and Imura et al. do not teach "wherein when canceling 
the link information, the link release means rewrites header information of the audio data and 
rewrite header information of the image data to cancel the link between the audio data and the 
image data". 

On the other hand. Miller et al. teaches "wherein when canceling the link information, the 
link release means rewrites header information of the audio data and revsrite header information 
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of the image data to cancel the link between the audio data and the image data" (see Miller et al.. 
[0075] and [0089] for including link information in file header). 

It would be obvious to a person having an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Miller et al. into Peng , Nishivama et al. and 
Imuraetal. 's system to store link data within the audio data and image data, especially in their 
file header. Skilled artisan would have been motivated to do so to provide an effective and 
convenient way to manage and control the link information. 

9. Claim 5 (effective filing date 10/09/2002) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peng (US Patent No 6,774,939, effective filing date 02/29/2000) in view of 
Nishivama et al. (Publication No US 2003/0055905, effective filing date 08/29/2002) and Imura 
etal. (Publication No US 2003/001 1687, effective filing date 04/22/2002), and further in view of 
Nozaki et al. (US Publication No 2002/0057457, effective filing date 6/5/1998). 

« 

As to claim 5, Peng , Nishivama et al. and Imura et al. teach all the limitations as recited 
in claim 1 and further teach: 

"audio data selecting means for selecting a target audio data to be subjected to link 
addition in an audio data list display area" (see Peng. Fig. 11, step 808, for selecting an audio 
file); 

"means for selecting image data to be linked with the selected audio data from among the 
image data stored in the second folder" (see Peng , [column 3, lines 50-55]; and see Nishivama et 
aL, [0064]); 
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"means for deleting the selected image data from the second folder" (see Nishivama et 
al, [0075]). 

However, Peng . Nishivama et al. and Imura et al. does not teach: 
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"means for linking the selected audio data with the selected image data and copying the 
linked selected audio data and selected image data to the first folder". 
On the other hand, Nozaki et al. teach: 

"means for linking the selected audio data with the selected image data and copying the 
linked selected audio data and selected image data to the first folder" (see Nozaki et al. . Abstract 
and [0082] for linking and copying audio data and image data in the synthesizer). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Nozaki et al. into the Peng , Nishiyama et al. , 
and Imura et al/ s system to add the feature of linking and copying the image data and audio data. 
Skilled artisan would have been motivated to do provide an effective way to organize and 
manipulate data in the editing system. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuong-Thao Cao whose telephone number is (571) 272-2735. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM (Mon - Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 



information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Phuong-Thao Cao 
Art Unit 2164 
September 11,2007 



CHARLES RONES 
SUPERMSORY RKTENT EXAMINER 



